The Passing of Palmerston
hostilities. Lincoln's call, on i6th April, for armed volunteers to re-establish the Federal authority over the rebel states, drew from the rival president Davis a declaration that he would issue letters of marque. President Lincoln then declared the Southern ports under blockade. On 8th May 1861, Lord John Russell told the House of Commons that, as advised by the law officers of the Crown, the Government would recognise the Confederates for belligerents. Five days later appeared the neutrality proclamation, warning English subjects against, by their persons, their property or their arms, assisting either of the parties to the conflict. Here began the first offence taken against England by the North. There was at this time on his way to London a fresh representative of the United States, Adams ; before treating the rebel states on an equality with their opponents, it would, said the Washington diplomatists, have been only courteous and just to hear what the new envoy had to say, after he had presented his credentials. This complaint was unreasonable, because the Northern proclamation of a blockade, a traditional mode of international war, implied that the proclaimer was trying conclusions with one who was as much an enemy as if he were a foreigner. The British Government withstood the most pressing suggestions from the Vatican, as from the Tuileries, of foreign help in an organised effort by breaking the blockade to assist the South. The most authoritative and philosophic diplomatist of the day, De Tocqueville, who knew America as well as he did France, regarded a Confederate triumph as a foregone conclusion. In London, society, The Times, and most of the press, except The Spectator
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